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NO: DULTE 9 FEBRUARY 7 10 PM 
PR I OR I TY 

EYES ONLY ACTING SECRETARY FOR PRESIDENT 

FROM SECRETARY 

DEAR MR, PRESIDENT: 

WE LEFT PARIS THIS MORNING, COUVE DE MURVILLE WAS AT THE 
AIRPORT TO SEE ME OFF AND WE HAD A BRIEF PRIVATE TALK. 
HE INDICATED THAT THE ONLY SIGNIFICANT POINT OF DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN US SEEMED TO BE IN THE FACT THAT THE FRENCH BELIEVED 
* THAT IF THERE WAS ANY INTERFERENCE WITH OUR ACCESS TO BERLIN, 
WE SHOULD INSTANTLY MOVE WITH MILITARY FORCE RATHER THAN GO 
THROUGH THE PREPARATORY STAGE WHICH WE ENVISAGE, COUVE SAID 
HE RECALLED 1936 ND THE FAILURE THEN TO REACT PROMPTLY WHEN 
HITLER MOVED INTO THE DEMILITARIZED AREA OF GERMANY. HE SAID 
THEN THE MILITARY PEOPLE HAD FELT THAT THEY COULD NOT REPEAT 
NOT ACT WITHOUT PRIOR MOBILIZATION AND LIKE MEASURES, BUT 
COUVE SAID THEY HAD BEEN WRONG. SO NOW THE FRENCH ARE DISPOSED 
TO ACT AT ONCE BUT WITHOUT ANY PRELIMINARY STEPS SUCH AS 
TOTAL OR PARTIAL MOBILIZATION, EVACUATION OF DEPENDENTS, ETC, 

PERHAPS THEIR ZEAL IS DUE TO THE FACT THAT IT IS WE RATHER 
THAN THEY WHO WOULD HAVE TO MAKE MOST OF THE MILITARY EFFORT 
AS, I UNDERSTAND, THEY HAVE VERY LITTLE MILITARY POTENTIAL 
LEFT IN GERMANY. 

A /WE ARRIVED AT THE WAHN AIRPORT ABOUT NOON AND THE CHANCELLOR, 

I J VON BRENTANO AND OTHERS WERE THERE TO MEET ME. THE CHANCELLOR 

^"^ AND I DROVE BACK TOGETHER TO BONN, ND SINCE IT IS A DRIVE OF 

ABOUT AN HOUR, WE HAD A GOOD CHANCE TO HAVE AN INITIAL REALLY 

PRIVATE TALK, WHICH IS WHAT THE CHANCELLOR LIKES. THEN THIS 

„.„„„„ REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
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SECRET 
- 2 - DULTE. 9, FEBRUARY 7, 10 PM FROM BONN 

AFTERNOON WE MET AT THE PALAIS SCHAUMBURG WITH THE CHANCELLOR 
AND SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT, FIRST HAVING A SEMI -PRIVATE 
TALK WITH THE CHANCELLOR AND VON BRENTANO ON THE ONE SIDE 
AND DAVID BRUCE AND ME ON THE OTHER. THE BURDEN OF THIS WAS THE 
CHANCELLORiS CONCERN ABOUT THE BRITISH IN GENERAL, ABOUT 
MACMILLANiS TRIP TO MOSCOW IN PARTICULAR AND A RECENT STATEMENT 
MADE HERE BY THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR THAT IT WOULD BE INEVITABLE 
TO RECOGNIZE THE GDR, 



THEN WE WENT INTO A LARGER MEETING AND I REPORTED QUITE FULLY 
ON MY TALKS AT LONDON AND AT PARIS WITH THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
AND WITH SPAAK. THEN THE CHANCELLOR AND MORE BRIEFLY VON BRENTANO 
EXPOUNDED THEIR VIEWS. 

THEY SEEM TO BE SATISFIED WITH WHAT I HAVE TOLD THEM ABOUT 
"CONTINGENCY PLANNING" IN RELATION TO BERLIN. I DID NOT REPEAT NOT 
HOWEVER GO INTO MUCH DETAIL. WITH RESPECT TO A CONFERENCE ON 
GERMANY, THERE SEEMED TO BE ACQUIESCENCE, ALTHOUGH CHIEFLY 
DISCERNIBLE ON THE THEORY THAT "SILENCE GIVES CONSENT". 
I HOPE TO DEVELOP THEIR ATTITUDE MORE DEFINITIVELY TOMORROW 
WHEN WE MEET AGAIN. 

FAITHFULLY YOURS. 
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FOSTER DULLES. 
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